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Abstract 
There is a rapid increasing interest in the need to use technology in language learning at an early age. Young learners need 
motivation and they can easily lose their concentration during long language learning process. Technology can be one of the ways 
to create real and enjoyable atmosphere for young language learners when it is used correctly and effectively. Technology lets 
young language learners gain language skills outside the classroom when they interact actively. Many researches claim that children 
can improve their language and cultural awareness by using technology in different social and cultural contexts and language 
awareness can be faster through intercultural communication. Technology gives this chance to young learners and offers them 
unlimited resources. The main purpose of this research is to examine the teacher candidates and young learners’ perspectives on 
technology use during language learning process. This research is a qualitative study which contains two structured questionnaires 
with 12 language teacher candidates and 10 young learners from a state primary school. In order to analyze language teacher 
candidates’ point of view on language awareness through technology, 6 questions were prepared for them and 6 questions were 
also prepared for young learners’ ideas. Two structured questionnaires were examined by 2 experts in the field of language teaching. 
After the research application, teacher candidates mentioned that technology based games, cartoon films, blogs and some social 
sites for children affect young learners and increased their language and cultural awareness and young learners explained that 
English lessons could be easy and enjoyable when the teachers use technology outside the classroom.
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1. Introduction 
Research studies in foreign language area for young learners indicate that technological development is very 
important and effective in learning a new language. Technology, internet and some computer games could promote 
language learning positively if they are used correctly. Gee (1996) mentions sociocognitive approach gives language 
learners chances to interact in an authentic social context. Internet can provide sociocognitive approach through 
authentic tasks and project based studies. Online games can support and improve various vocabulary fields and also 
give valuable language feedback. (Pensky, 2002). Scott and Ytreberg (1990) explain the child development and say 
that young learners like playing with language such as using games, rhymes, songs and stories and Internet is one of 
the good places to use language interactively. Young (2013, p.339) indicates that students raise their language 
awareness by using on-site games, discussion in different social and cultural context. Bull& Ma (2001) accept this 
idea and add that language awareness can be faster through intercultural communication. Technology provides this 
chance to young learners and offers them unlimited resources. Harmer (2007) mentions the importance of computers 
and internet-based activities and adds that teachers should encourage the students to find suitable activities and games 
in order to be successful in language learning .Cameron (2009, p.155) thinks that young learners should be encouraged 
to choose interesting subjects and topics from the internet. Clements and Sarama (2003) state that correct technological 
materials can be beneficial for students. Harmer also (2007) claims that computer-based language activities improve 
cooperative learning. In today’s world computers are good friends of children. They can motivate them and bring 
natural atmosphere into their world. Tomlison (2009) informs that computer-based activities provide language learners 
rapid information and excellent materials. He also explains that multimedia and all sorts of internet materials 
encourage learners to learn more. Parents have the same idea with language teachers and believe that computers help 
their children be interested in language learning and improve their brain in a positive way. 
(http://kaiserfamilyfoundation.files.wordpress.com/2013/01/7427.pdf.) 
It is a well known fact that children can lose their concentration in a short time. Using enjoyable and authentic 
materials sometimes can make this period longer. Internet provides children lots of authentic materials. Swaffar (1985) 
explains the importance of authentic materials and says that language learners can find out unlimited cultural 
knowledge which can be interesting for students and have a chance to compare with their own culture. Larsen-Freeman 
and Anderson (2011, p.199) claim that technology provides teaching resources and brings learning experience to the 
children’s world. Technology also provides lots of authentic materials and young learners may be motivated easily in 
a long language learning atmosphere. They also mention that electronic chatting, games, e pan pals and podcasts can 
be interesting for language learners.  Children are generally visual learners. They want to see while they are learning. 
Internet and computer-based activities bring visual materials to the children’s world. Children can improve their 
listening, reading and writing skills via media and internet. 
(Larimer and Schleicher, 1999). Brewster, J. Ellis, G. Girard ,D ( 2004, p.146) say that via e- mails , the internet, 
satellite and cable TV, young learners can experience the real value of English in their life. Young learners are full of 
energy and it can be sometimes difficult to teach them foreign language in class period. Technology can be one of the 
ways to create real and enjoyable atmosphere for young language learners and increase their language awareness when 
it is used correctly. Technology also lets young language learners gain language skills outside the classroom when 
they interact actively. 
1.1. Aim of the Study 
The aim of this study is to find out the language teacher candidates’ points of view on language awareness through 
technology and it also reflects 10 young language learners’ ideas on technology in their learning process.  This study 
is limited to 12 language teacher candidates from Akdeniz University, Faculty of Education, and 10 young learners 
from a state school in Antalya. It is also limited to 6 structured questions.  
2. Method of the study  
In the present research a qualitative method was used to understand the language teacher candidates’ and young 
language learners’ point of view. Qualitative research is related to human behavior and explains the problem from the 
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researcher’s own point of view so it gives ideas to language teachers by giving in-depth information (Crotty, 1996, 
Nunan, 1997). Creswell ( 2012 ,p.16) claims that qualitative data based on words from a small number of individuals 
hence 12 language teacher candidates’ and 10 young learners’ ideas related with technology and language learning   
were chosen for this research.  The data related with teachers in this study were collected from language teacher 
candidates in 4th grade at Akdeniz University and the data related with children were gathered from young learners 
attending the state school at the 4th grade of primary school. The researcher gave a structured questionnaire which was 
prepared by the researcher and examined by two experts in language teaching field.12 language teacher candidates 
and 10 young learners joined this research as volunteers and expressed their ideas on technology and language 
awareness.  
2.1.  Procedure 
In order to find out language teacher candidates’ and young learners’ points of view on language awareness and 
technology, a structured questionnaire was given to the participants. Data were collected in 2015 spring term. As the 
purpose of this study was to investigate language teacher candidates’ and young learners’ ideas, 6 questions were 
prepared and asked each research group in detail. In teacher candidates’ questionnaire, teacher candidates were first 
asked how they could increase young learners’ motivation in language classrooms. Secondly, they were asked whether 
technology could be a good way to improve language awareness. Thirdly, they were asked whether a young learner 
could learn better when they used technology in the classroom. Next, they were asked how they used technology in 
the classroom. Then, they were asked whether games, blogs or educational web sites could have good impact on 
language learning and finally, they were asked how technology could help young learners develop their language 
skills outside the classroom. Young learners also answered 6 questions. First they were asked what kind of 
technological vehicles they use, second they were asked whether they use technological devices during their language 
learning process or not. As a third question children were asked how technology affects their language learning. Next, 
they were asked what they usually do on the internet in order to improve their language. Then they were asked whether 
it is a good idea to use technology in English lessons. Last they were asked whether they want to do their homework 
via computer. 
2.2. Findings 
The number of the language teacher candidates who joined this research study from 4th grade in 2015 spring term 
can be seen in Table 1.
Table 1. Language teacher candidates’ number and gender 
Language teacher candidates who joined this research were asked how they could increase young learners’ 
motivation in language classrooms. O.Y said that by bringing real objects and authentic materials into classroom and 
constructing a meaningful bridge between language and learner’s inner world makes the learning more meaningful 
and enjoyable. S.K explained that reinforcement and encouragement are vital for young learners. Using colorful 
materials, songs and games also motivate them. C.D said that he can motivate them by drawing their attention to the 
topic. H.ù has the same idea with SK and adds that he uses technology in order to attract them. B.K said by playing 
attractive games and using visual materials make the young learners enjoy the lessons. D.A said that games, songs, 
visual materials and kinesthetic activities increase children’s motivation. Y.B said that imaginative, creative and 
communicative activities motivate them. Ö.E said competitive games, A.A said real life topics, and B.Ç said colorful 
materials and songs. S.ù said games and song and D.Ö said authentic materials, songs and games can increase young 
learners’ motivation.
Year               G           N                   F            M   
 
2015              4th            12                    7             5 
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When they were asked whether technology is a good way to improve language learning, O.Y said that technology 
is absolutely a good way to improve language awareness. S.K explained that internet is a big power on children’s 
development. C.D said technology is an inevitable part of children’s life therefore a language without technology 
would resemble to a soup without salt. H.ù said that children are addicted to computers. If parents and teachers give 
importance to this addiction, they can use computers for language awareness.  B.K said technology is helpful for 
language teachers. D.A said that technology will definitely increase language awareness if you know how to use it. 
Y.B said that teachers can effectively benefit from technology in order to improve language awareness. Ö.E said 
technology can improve children’s language skills, A.A and, B.Ç said that technology is one of the best assistants of 
language teachers during the activities.
Thirdly, they were asked whether a young learner could learn better when they use technology in the classroom. 
O.Y said that children could learn better when we used technology in our teaching period because we are not native 
speakers and we need authentic materials to reflect the different dimensions of the target language. S.K, C.D and H.ù 
said that nowadays young learners are very interested in technology and they do many things by means of it so they 
can learn better when they see the materials on the internet. B.K. said that technology provides lots of visual materials 
so young learners can learn better. Y.B, Ö.E, A.A and, B.Ç had nearly the same idea with their friends and added that 
using technology could be better than the other activities in unnatural language classrooms.   S.ù and D.Ö said that 
using technology could catch young learners’ attention and motivate them.
As a fourth question, they were asked how they use technology in the classroom; O.Y, S.K explained that internet 
could be used for children’s language development. H.ù said that children are addicted to computers games, teachers 
could prepare language games for them, B.K D.A said that on-line task-based activities could be used. Y.B, Ö.E, A.A 
and, B.Ç said that technology could be one of the best assistants of language teachers by bringing songs and real 
World into the classroom. 
They were asked whether games, blogs or educational web sites could have good impact on language awareness. 
O.Y said that in pedagogical sense, these type of activities make learning process entertaining. S.K said that these web 
sites are interesting for young learners. C.D said that they are very useful not only in the classroom but also outside 
the classroom.  H.ù said that blogs can support language awareness and educational web sites are effective if they are 
suitable for their age and interest.  B.K. said that funny and interesting web sites make language learning process more 
active. D.A said that joyful games and blogs will be good source for language awareness. Y.B said that young learners’ 
effective filter can be lower when they use and participate in these kinds of enjoyable web sites. Ö.E said that these 
web sites can be helpful both for young learners and their teachers. A.A and, B.Ç said that especially on line games 
can be very effective on vocabulary improvement. They learn vocabulary subconsciously.   S.ù and D.Ö said that 
these web sites offer excellent authentic materials and create real like atmosphere for young learners so they have 
good impact on language awareness. 
Finally, they were asked how technology could help young learners develop their language skills outside the 
classroom.  O.Y said teachers should recommend them correct web sites and give information to the parents about 
them. S.K said that children can use educational web blogs and on- line games. C.D said that they can use their mobile 
phones to use twitter and social media.  H.ù, B.K, D.A and Y.B said that technology helps young learners absorb 
language effortlessly. They can watch cartoons, films and videos in order to improve all skills. Ö.E, A.A and B.Ç said 
that teacher should guide the young learners because they are not aware of these web sites and they cannot decide 
which one is suitable for them.   S.ù and D.Ö said that they can find lots of foreign friends from different countries so 
they can also be aware of different cultures by means of internet so they learn how to communicate and new things 
about the world. 
The number of the young learners who joined this research study from   the state primary school in 2015 spring 
term can be seen in Table 2. 
Table 2. Young learners’ number and gender 
Year               G           N                   F            M   
2015              4th            10                     5             5   
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All young learners who joined this research study have computers, tablets and mobile phones. 4 of them have smart 
phones. All of them have Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter accounts and they claimed that their families gave 
permission for social media account. When they were asked what kind of technological vehicles they use all male 
students told that they used all of the technological devices such as computer, tablet, and mobile phone when it was 
necessary, Female young learners told that they always preferred mobile phones because it was easy to carry 
everywhere. Young learners were asked whether they use technological devices during their language learning process 
or not. They mentioned that they use technological devices when they need to learn vocabulary. They also said that 
they improve their pronunciation and listening skill by listening to songs and watching films. As a third question 
children were asked how technology affects their language learning. Two of male students said that they learn lots of 
vocabulary related to wars, crime and fighting. One of the male students explained that he could do all his homework 
by using online sites so he does not  spend time on homework but the other young learners did not talk about any 
positive effects of computers and internet. Next, they were asked what they usually do on the internet in order to 
improve their language. All of them mentioned that they play games, listen to songs and watch videos. Then they were 
asked whether it is a good idea to use technology in English lessons. All of the students who participated this study 
said that some technological devices such as smart boards, projection and internet could be used in class period. They 
want to watch some cartoons and listen to songs by the help of internet but they do not want technology every time in 
the class. They also mentioned that they want to play real games and act dialogues in English lessons. Last they were 
asked whether they wanted to do their homework via computer. Only one of the young learners do not want homework. 
Nine of them want to do their homework via computer because they like project work and send these works to their 
teachers by e- mail. 
3. Conclusion and suggestion 
According to the teacher candidates’ ideas, it can be said that technology has a positive effect on children’s 
language awareness when it is used appropriately. Language teacher candidates are aware of this good impact and 
think the teacher is the key factor in this unlimited world. It is obvious that technology brings real world in front of 
children. These teacher candidates’ ideas demonstrate that technology is inevitable in today’s world. Not only does it 
teach a new language but also it assists young learners gaining new cultural items. Therefore, young learners can be 
more motivated and active via technology. Although teacher candidates think that technology is really very important 
for young learners, young learners do not have the same idea with them. They like technology in their real life, 
however; they want to live real language learning atmosphere in the classroom. They want to play language games 
and communicate with their teachers. They only want to use technology outside in order to do their tasks and 
homework.
In conclusion, it can be suggested that   young learners’ teachers should use technology in their classes in order to 
increase their students’ language awareness but the teachers should be careful while using technology inside and 
outside of the classroom, they should organize the activities according to children’s age, language level, interests and 
needs. In addition, language teachers should lead the young learners and their parents to correct web sites after the 
class period. Teachers also should create task-based activities and prepare project-work for their students.
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